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Budget outlook for 2015-16
 Under what she calls a “very preliminary” budget, 
Superintendent Sherri Smith predicts that the district will be able to 
hold any potential increase in property taxes below 2.3 percent and 
she is hoping to avoid an increase altogether.
 The school board voted January 19 to adopt a resolution to 
limit any potential tax increase below the state index. This index is 
set by the state limiting school district property tax increases to the 
rate of inflation across the state. To increase taxes beyond that level 
would require voter approval or approval from the state Department 
of Education. For Lower Dauphin School District, the index is set at 
2.3 percent this year.
 Under a draft spending plan Dr. Smith shared with the school 
board in January, revenues are pegged at $58,796,114, a $750,000 
increase from the current year. The budget holds state funding at last 
year’s levels, but does include a $640,000 increase which represents 
the state’s 50 percent share of pension costs.

As you look through the pages of this newsletter, I hope 
you feel pride in our students and their accomplishments. 
 We are featuring stories about the musical 

accomplishments of our students, about their signing athletic 
scholarships to compete in college, about their performances on 
the stage and in the classroom. Well-rounded students – it’s a 
hallmark of Lower Dauphin.

Coupled with these amazing students is a story about the 
budget for next year. I am hopeful that we will be able to deliver 
a school budget which will not require a property tax increase. 
Please understand that in order for this to happen for the seventh 
time in eight years, we will need support from the state. 

The largest growth in our budget continues to come from 
rising contributions toward employee pensions. Pension costs 
are required payments all school 
districts must make to fund the 
state retirement system. We cannot 
control these costs and have no 
say in the amount the state tells us 
they need. This year, the increase 
in our pension expenditures is 
$1.3 million.

However, we cannot allow 
these outside requirements 
to divert us from our mission 
of engaging  all students in a 
customized educational experience. I am proposing a major step 
forward in that mission in the 2015-16 budget.

I am asking the School Board to fund a one-to-one initiative 
in which we will provide a laptop to every incoming freshman 
and sophomore in the high school. This technology infusion 
will allow our staff to create customized lessons for our students 
based on their individual levels and needs. There is an amazing 
power in using technology to create opportunities for our 
students to work at their own pace. I am pleased to be able to 
create these opportunities without creating a burden on our local 
taxpayers.

Our students are a great source of pride for our community 
and through our investments in them, they will continue to be so 
for years to come.

With Falcon Pride,

Sherri L. Smith, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Superintendent

Lower Dauphin Web address: www.ldsd.org
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“Well-rounded 
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Board reviews school data
 Lower Dauphin School Directors reviewed Lower Dauphin 
school results under the state Department of Education’s School 
Performance Profile system in November.
 Assistant Superintendent Robert Schultz said overall that 
Lower Dauphin’s School Performance Profile grades were good 
with a lot of schools showing high achievement. However, he noted 
that many schools across the state saw declines in their overall grade 
from the 2012-13 School Performance Profile.
 It’s a complicated formula, he noted, with schools’ grades 
coming from many data elements. These are categorized into three 
areas – Achievement, Academic Growth, and “Other Academic 
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DATA: School achievement high, SPPs are at or above state averages

 On the expenditure side of the budget, 
Dr. Smith is looking at a total of $59,463,989, 
which is a $1.4 million increase from the 
current year. The majority of this increase 
comes from the $1.3 million increase in 
payments for employee pensions.
 Dr. Smith also hopes to spend some funds 
from budgetary reserves to make needed 
improvements in the district’s technology 

infrastructure. She said that these funds 
will only be expended if the budget can be 
balanced without a property tax increase. Last 
year the district spent $2.9 million in reserves 
to replace and repair roofs at the middle school 
and high school.
 Dr. Smith predicts that further refinement 
of the numbers on both the revenue and 
expenditure side will yield additional savings 
to further reduce the existing $667,875 
difference.

 “Overall, we are in a good position,” Dr. 
Smith told the school board. “I am hopeful that 
with additional assistance from the state that 
we can bring this budget into balance without 
burdening our local taxpayers.”
 The current property tax rate for Lower 
Dauphin is 18.42 mills which equates to a 
tax bill of $1,842 on a property assessed at 
$100,000. In six of the past seven years, the 
district has not had any increase in property tax 
rates.

(Continued from Page 1)
Indicators”. He then examined each school’s 
grade on the state Department of Education’s 
website (www.education.state.pa.us) and 
detailed each schools’ student achievement 
results. 

Conewago Elementary School
Students in grades 3-5 had higher test scores 

than the state average in both 
reading (87 percent vs. 66 percent) 

and in math (95 percent vs. 73 percent). This 
performance plus other factors resulted in a 
School Performance Profile score of 88.6.

East Hanover Elementary School 
Students in grades 3-5 out-performed their 
peers across the state in both reading (80 

percent vs. 66 percent) and in math 
(84 percent vs. 73 percent). This 

academic performance, plus other factors, 
resulted in a School Performance Profile score 
of 77.1. While academic performance was 
above the state average, the school’s academic 
growth hurt the overall SPP score.

Londonderry Elementary School
Londonderry  Elementary School’s scores for 
students in grades 3-5 were higher than the 

statewide averages in reading (79 
percent vs. 66 percent) and in math 

(82 percent vs. 73 percent). This performance, 
plus other factors resulted in a School 
Performance Profile score of 71.6. While 
academic performance was above the state 
average, the school’s academic growth hurt the 
overall SPP score.

Nye Elementary School
Third- through fifth-graders at Nye

Elementary School bested their 
peers’ scores across the state in 

reading (85 percent vs. 66 percent) and in math 
(89 percent vs. 73). This performance, plus 
other factors resulted in a School Performance 
Profile score of 84.2. 

South Hanover Elementary School
 South Hanover Elementary School 
students in grade 3-5 also scored higher than 

the state average in both reading 
(90 percent vs. 66 percent) and in 

math (94 percent vs. 73 percent), making the 
building the only district school with scores 
in the 90s in both reading and math. This 
performance, plus other factors resulted in a 
School Performance Profile score of 84.5. 

Lower Dauphin Middle School 
Lower Dauphin Middle School students’ 
scores in grades 6-8 were higher than the 

statewide average in reading (80 
percent vs. 72 percent) and in math 

(84 percent vs. 73 percent).  This performance, 
plus other factors resulted in a School 
Performance Profile score of 78.3. 
 In addition to the PSSAs, some middle 
school students took Keystone Exams in 
algebra as an end of course assessment. Of the 
seventh-graders taking the Keystone Exam 
in algebra, 100 percent scored advanced or 
proficient and 98 percent of the eighth-graders 
who took the exam scored either advanced or 
proficient. 

Lower Dauphin High School 
 At the high school, the Keystone Algebra 
exam was given to students in grades 9-11 
with the 77 percent scoring advanced or 
proficient. On the Keystone Biology exam, 70 

percent of Lower Dauphin students 
scored advanced or proficient. On 

the literature Keystone Exam, 86 percent 
of students scored advanced or proficient. 
Based on this performance, plus other factors 
like “bonus points” in the Other Academic 
Indicators category, the school scored 91.9 
on the School Performance Profile. The 
bonus points were awarded for advanced 
achievement in algebra, literature and biology 
and for scores of 3 or higher on Advanced 
Placement Exams.
 “I think you will find that our test results 
were very strong,” Dr. Schultz said. “There’s 
always additional work that needs to be done, 
however, and we are analyzing the data at the 
building level to find areas where we want to 
focus our attention to help our students fare 
better on the tests moving forward.”
 Some Lower Dauphin students also took 
PSSA exams in writing and science.
 On the writing PSSA exam, Lower Dauphin 
students outperformed their peers across the 
state in fifth-grade (67 percent vs. 61 percent) 
and eighth grade (83 percent vs. 74 percent. 
 Lower Dauphin students also performed 
well on the PSSA science exam when 
compared with the state average for their 
grades in fourth grade (90 percent vs. 78 
percent); and in eighth grade (71 percent vs. 60 
percent).

88.6

77.1

71.6

84.2

84.5

78.3

91.9
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Fifteen LDHS students join music honor ensembles
 Lower Dauphin High School had 12 
students qualify through audition to attend 
honor ensembles hosted by the Pennsylvania 
Music Educators Association.
 Representing the high school at the PMEA 
District 7 Honors Band Festival were seniors 
Ioanna Radanovic, oboe, and Stephen Slimak, 
trombone; and sophomores Jocelyn Hanula, 
clarinet, and David Sgrignoli, tuba. The 
festival was held at Chambersburg Area High 
School on January 9-10.
 Representing Lower Dauphin at the 
PMEA District 7 Chorus Festival were Emily 
McKissick and Cassie Zinkan (soprano 1); 
Meredith Hazen (soprano 2); Rachel Bitner 
and Patricia Wylie (alto 1); and Christopher 
Brian (bass 1). The festival was held at 
Gettysburg Area High School in January. At 
the festival, Emily McKissick and Cassie 
Zinkan qualified to advance to the PMEA 
Region V Chorus Festival on February 26-28.
 Lower Dauphin sent two musicians to the 
PMEA District 7 Honors Orchestra Festival 
February 6-7. They are sophomore Sam 
Rothermel, viola, and junior Kylee Peterson, 
harp. At the festival, both musicians qualified 
to advance to the PMEA Region V Orchestra 
Festival March 12-14.
 And finally, Emily McKissick, Rachel 
Bitner and Jake McCorkel  were accepted to 
perform in the PMEA District 7 Vocal Jazz 
Ensemble April 10-11 at Central Dauphin.
 “It speaks to the talent and hard work of 
these students to be selected to perform in such 
prestigious ensembles,” said Todd Neuhard, 
high school principal.

Brian to sing at All-Eastern Chorus Festival
 Lower Dauphin High School senior 
Christopher Brian has been selected to 
participate in the National Association for 
Music Education All-Eastern Honor Mixed 
Chorus in Providence, R.I. this spring.
 Chris will be singing Bass 1 along 
with 350 other students from the eastern 
region of the United States – Connecticut, 
Delaware, Massachusetts, Maryland, 
Maine, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New 
York, Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, Vermont 
and Washington, D.C. The festival takes 
place April 9-12 with a concluding concert 
on April 12 at 11a.m. in the Veterans 
Memorial Auditorium, Providence, R.I.
 Chris, the son of Pamela and James 
Brian, is a four-year member of the choir. 
He is also a four-year participant in the 
Tri-M Music Honor Society and in the high 
school’s spring musical. He is a three-year 
member of the National Honor Society 
where he serves as vice president, and he 
is a three-year member of the National 
Science Honor Society. He is also a three-
year member of the Drama Club and a two-
year member of the History Honor Society. 
He was nominated for an Apollo Award 
last spring for his performance as Cosmo 
Brown in Lower Dauphin’s “Singin’ in the 
Rain”. 
 As a freshman, he was selected to 
perform in the American Choir Directors 

Christopher Brian

Association’s Eastern Division Junior 
High Honor Choir. He is a three-time 
Pennsylvania Music Educators Association 
district-qualifier and a two-time regional-
qualifier. Last year he also was selected to 
attend the PMEA state chorus festival.
 He is the fifth Lower Dauphin vocalist 
to make it to the All-Eastern level. He 
qualified after making it to the states 
last year. Students who reached states 
as sophomores and juniors were eligible 
to apply and each state music educators 
association nominated students based on 
their musicianship.

‘South Pacific’ coming to high school stage in March
 Audiences will experience tropical 
sights, a mysterious mountain and singing 
and dancing as the high school presents 
“South Pacific” in the school auditorium 
March 5-7.
 The classic Rodgers and Hammerstein 
show features a cast, pit orchestra and crew 
of more than 100 Lower Dauphin students.  
 Set in an island paradise during 
World War II, two parallel love stories are 
threatened by the dangers of prejudice and 
war. Nellie, a spunky nurse from Arkansas, 
falls in love with an older French plantation 
owner, Emile. Nellie learns that the mother 
of his children was an island native and, 
unable to turn her back on the prejudices 
with which she was raised, refuses Emile’s 
proposal of marriage. Meanwhile, Lt. Joe 
Cable denies himself the fulfillment of a 
future with an innocent Tonkinese girl with 
whom he’s fallen in love out of the same fears 
that haunt Nellie. When Emile is recruited 
to accompany Joe on a dangerous mission 
that claims Joe’s life, Nellie realizes that life 

is too short not to seize her own chance for 
happiness, thus confronting and conquering 
her prejudices.
 The cast includes Rachel Bitner (Nellie), 
Patrick Harner (Emile), Meredith Hazen 
(Bloody Mary), Logan Grubb (Billis), 
Christopher Brian (Cable), Miranda Vares 
(Liat), Patrick Norris (Brackett), James 

McDonough (Harbison), Jacob 
McCorkel (Stewpot), Kaylor Long 
(Professor), Hunter Scherr (Quale), 
Frankie Vernouski (Adams), 
Michael Gainer (McCaffrey), Ruby 
Rhoad (Nurse), Maddy Waters 
(Lead Nurse), Katie Rynearson 
(Dinah Murphy), Leah Miller (Janet 
MacGregor), Jen Ray (Second 
Nurse), Patty Wylie (Third Nurse), 
Meghan Johnson (Fourth Nurse), 
Caley Sadler (Tired Nurse), and 
seniors Elizabeth Hansen, Alyssa 
Smith, and Taylor Lutz  in the 
ensemble. Understudies are Beth 
Rose Schindler (Nellie) and Mariella 
Nunez (Bloody Mary).

 Kevin Strawser is director for his 19th 
show. Valerie Stricker is the producer. Music 
Director is Elizabeth Colpo. Marie Weber 
is the orchestra director. Mike James is the 
technical director. Senior Michaela Robertson 
is the student director and Katy Peters is her 
assistant. 

BUDGET: Cuts needed to keep district property taxes at last year’s level
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 Plouse joins McDonough as Student Board Representatives
Wanda McDonough. He 
has been involved in the fall 
play for the past four years, 
participated in the spring musical 
and in Dramapalooza. He is a 
member of BIG and the SADD 
Club. He has participated in 
Drama Club, National Honor 
Society and National German 
Honor Society. He participates 
in the Pennsylvania Youth 
Apprenticeship program at the 
Hershey Medical Center. He is 
also active in his church youth 
group and in iBlast Creative 
Ministries. He plans to major in 
political science with the hopes of 
working with infectious disease or 
emergency medicine.

 On October 20, the Lower Dauphin Board 
of School Directors appointed high school 
junior Taylor Plouse to serve as Associate 
Student School Board Representative.
 She will serve beside high school senior 
James McDonough, who returns for a second 
year as student school board representative.
 Plouse is the daughter of Dave and Carla 
Plouse. She plays varsity field hockey and 
is a member of Student Council, Yearbook, 
National Honor Society, National Art Honor 
Society and National English Honor Society. 
She is also involved with MiniTHON at the 
high school and is a youth field hockey coach. 
She is active with her church’s youth group. 
She says she hopes to attend a four-year 
college and play field hockey with the goal of 
becoming a physician’s assistant.
 McDonough is the son of Sean and 

Junior Taylor Plouse takes the oath of office with 
Board Secretary Sharon Hagy.

New principal takes reins at Nye Elementary School
 Lower Dauphin’s Board of 
School Directors hired a new 
principal for Nye Elementary 
School at its December 1 
meeting. 
 The board appointed Bryan 
D. MacLeod to serve as the 
principal at Hummelstown’s 
Nye Elementary School. He 
replaces Dr. Douglas Winner 
who was named district director 
of elementary education in 
November. Dr. Winner was 
principal at Nye Elementary School 
since 2004. 

Bryan MacLeod

 Mr. MacLeod started in his new 
position February 2 and had 
been an assistant principal at 
Cedar Cliff High School. Prior 
to that he was an administrative 
intern and art teacher in the 
West Shore School District. 
He’s no stranger to Lower 
Dauphin, having served as a 
long-term substitute teacher in 
art at Londonderry Elementary 
School in the 1998-99 school 
year. He holds a master’s 

degree in educational leadership 
from Shippensburg University and 

a bachelor’s degree in art education from 
Kutztown University. He is also a Lower 
Dauphin High School graduate.
 “As an alumnus and member of the 
community, I share the values and deep-
rooted sense of pride, tradition and loyalty 
that permeates the Lower Dauphin School 
District,” he said. “It is my sincere desire 
to make my own positive impact on student 
success in the Lower Dauphin School 
District.”
 “We are all very excited to have a 
person of Bryan’s caliber join the district,” 
said Superintendent Sherri Smith. “We are 
confident he will be a valuable addition to our 
administrative team.”

 Falcon Foundation collects funds from EITC donations
 This fall the Lower 
Dauphin Falcon Foundation 
received $24,500 in donations 
from businesses through 
the state’s Educational 
Improvement Tax Credit 
program.
 The program provides 
tax credits to eligible 
businesses for donations to 
an educational improvement 
organization, like the 
Foundation. 
 Tax credits may be 
applied against the tax liability 
of a business for the tax year 
in which the contribution was 
made equal to 75 percent of its 
contribution up to a maximum 

of $750,000 per taxable year.
 “This is a great program that provides a 
benefit to businesses in Pennsylvania, while 
also providing a huge boon to organizations 
like the Lower Dauphin Falcon Foundation,” 
said Superintendent Sherri L. Smith. “We are 
extremely grateful to those who donated to 
support the Foundation’s efforts to enhance 
opportunities and expand the horizons of our 
Lower Dauphin students.”
 Donors included: Weis, Verizon, Giant 
Foods, Cleveland Brothers, Centric Bank, 
Susquehanna Bank, Mid Penn Bank, Phillips 
Office Group, and Metro Bank.
 More information about the EITC 
program can be found on the state Department 
of  Community and Economic Development 
(www.newpa.gov) or by contacting the 
Foundation via email at foundation@ldsd.org.Centric Bank makes a donation to the LDFF.
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Lower Dauphin schools were filled with music this holiday season. Choral, orchestral and band performances were attended by 
thousands across the district. Bravo to our musicians, their teachers and families for their support!
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 Ten Lower Dauphin High School student-
athletes announced their college choices where 
they will continue their academic and athletic 
careers.  
 In a National Letter of Intent signing day 
ceremony in the school cafeteria on November 
12, the student-athletes, representing three 
sports made their announcements before 
parents, coaches, teachers and classmates.

Baseball
 Blair Lewis – Blair is the son of Clifford 
and Susan Lewis. He is a four-year member 
of the baseball team. Last season he was 
Mid-Penn Keystone Division MVP. He is a 
member of the Ski Club, umpires Little League 
baseball and volunteers with Diamond Days 
baseball camps. He will attend the University 
of Pittsburgh and continue his academic and 
athletic career.

Field Hockey
 Morgan Bitting – Morgan is the daughter 
of David and Tracey Bitting. She is a captain 
and four-year starter on the field hockey team 
as a center midfielder. In 2013 she was named 
Mid-Penn Keystone Division Player of the 
Year. She also plays basketball, coaches youth 
field hockey, is a member of Student Council, 
and participates on the MiniTHON committee. 
She has been inducted into the National Honor 
Society, National English Honor Society and 
National Science Honor Society. Morgan will 
continue her education and field hockey at 
Duke University.
 Gini Bramley – Gini is the daughter of 
Harry and Karen Bramley. She is a captain 
and four-year varsity starter as center back.  
She is the 2014 Mid-Penn Keystone Division 
Co-Player of the Year. She also participates 
on the yearbook staff, MiniTHON committee 
and Relay for Life. She volunteers with 
Special Olympics as a buddy and is a youth 
field hockey coach. She was also on the 2014 
Homecoming Court. Gini will continue her 
education and field hockey at Penn State 
University.
 Ashley Ceschini – Ashley is the daughter 
of Donna Ceschini and Susie Seth. She is a 
captain and earned two varsity letters and 
was a varsity starter on the 2014 team as a 
right back. She also plays varsity lacrosse 
and participates in the Pennsylvania Youth 
Apprenticeship Program at the Hershey 
Medical Center. Ashley will continue her 
education and field hockey at East Stroudsburg 
University and major in nursing.
 Joely Helder – Joely is the daughter of 
Darren and Marianne Helder. She was a varsity 
letter-winner for two years and a 2014 varsity 
starter at left midfield. She is also a track & 

Ten student-athletes ink letters of  intent in November

field standout holding school records in the 
long jump and 1,600-meter relay. She is also 
a member of the National Honor Society and 
the MiniTHON committee. She is a buddy for 
Special Olympics. She was a member of the 
2014 Homecoming Court. Joely will continue 
her education and field hockey at St. Joseph’s  
University in Philadelphia where she will have 
a dual major in sports/food marketing.
 Abby Julius – Abby is the daughter of 
Larry and Patty Julius. She earned three varsity 
letters and started varsity for two seasons as 
a forward. She is also a buddy with Special 
Olympics, is a member of the MiniTHON 
committee and is a Falcon youth field hockey 
coach. Abby will continue her education and 
field hockey at the University of Louisville.
 Aliza Mizak – Aliza is the daughter of 
Steve and Susan Mizak. She was a varsity 
letter-winner for two years and a 2014 varsity 
starter at left forward. She is also a member 
of the French National Honor Society and the 
MiniTHON committee. She was a member 
of the 2014 Homecoming Court. Aliza will 
continue her education and field hockey at 
Millersville University and major in special 
education.
 Maddie O’Neill – Maddie is the daughter 
of Roy and Irene O’Neill. She was a varsity 
starter for two years and a varsity letter-winner 
for three years as a forward. She is also a 
varsity letter-winner in basketball and track & 
field. She is also a member of Student Council, 
the MiniTHON committee, National Honor 
Society. She is a counselor in Lower Dauphin’s 
Outdoor Education program and coaches 
elementary track and youth field hockey. She 
was a member of the 2014 Homecoming 
Court. Maddie will continue her education 
and field hockey at Michigan State University 
where she will major in kinesiology.

Gymnastics
 Morgan Fridey – Morgan is the daughter 
of Dave and Kelly Fridey. She is a state, 
regional and national qualifier in gymnastics 
placing fifth at Nationals as a ninth-grader 
and fourth as an 11th-grader. She is also a 
member of the track & field team. She is a 
member of Student Council, Volunteen and the 
MiniTHON committee, serving as a captain 
this year. Morgan will continue her education 
and gymnastics at Ball State University and 
major in physical therapy.
 Maggie Tamburro – Maggie is the 
daughter of Robert Tamburro and Patricia 
Gordon. She is a state, regional and national 
qualifier in gymnastics and was the regional 
vault runner-up in 2012 and champion in 
2013. She is also a two-time Junior Olympic 
National Qualifier. She is a member of the 
Women’s Select Choir, National Honor 
Society, Spanish National Honor Society, 
English National Honor Society, Math Honor 
Society, the Science Club and the Envirothon 
team. Maggie will continue her education and 
gymnastics at North Carolina State University 
and major in biomedical engineering.

Back left, Blair Lewis, Morgan Bitting, Maddie O’Neill, Morgan Fridey, Maggie 
Tamburro and front row, Gini Bramley, Ashley Ceschini, Joely Helder, Abby Julius 
and Aliza Mizak signed letters of intent in October.

Lower Dauphin 
High School student 
athletes who signed 
letters of  intent during 
the February signing 
day will be featured 
in the Spring issue of  
Know Your Schools
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Matt Little claims MS spelling bee, advances to regionals
 Seventh-grader Matt Little needed three 
rounds of head-to-head spelling to claim the 
Lower Dauphin Middle School’s spelling bee 
crown in December.
 He correctly spelled “umbilical” to out-
duel runner-up Ethan Peterson, a sixth-grader. 
Seventh-grader Ryan Hsing-Smith came in 
third. 
 Ryan, Matt and Ethan competed six 
rounds together before the head-to-head 
matchup for the title. In those rounds the boys 
correctly spelled words like “nihilism” and 
“apocryphal” and “obstreperous”. 
 The spelling bee featured 27 spellers – 
nine from each of the middle school’s three 
grades. The bee went so long – 17 rounds in all 
– that the moderators ran out of words on the 
main list and had to use a back-up list to finish 
the bee.
  “It’s extremely difficult to win this 
contest going against some of the best spellers 
in the entire school and all of our competitors 
should feel very proud,” said Daniel Berra, 
school principal. “I can’t remember having 
a bee that was this competitive. What a 
performance!”
 After the school bee, Matt took a written 
qualifying exam for the regional Grand 
Championship Spelling Bee February 28 
where he will compete against 34 other top 
regional spellers for a chance to advance to 
the  2015 Scripps National Spelling Bee in 
National Harbor, Md. in late May.
 The regional bee will be broadcast by 
WITF TV-33 on Sunday, March 1, at 6 p.m.  It 
will be re-broadcast on Wednesday, March 4, 
at 7 p.m. and on Friday, March 6, at 1 p.m. 

 Daniel Little knows that the Yukon is part 
of Canada and that Norway is located on the 
Scandinavian Peninsula. 
 That plus a whole lot of other 
geographical knowledge, captured the Lower 
Dauphin Middle School Geography Bee title 
for the seventh-grader in December.
 Daniel, the son of Ziva and John Little, 
won the title in a best-of-three championship 
face-off with sixth-grader Sofia Feeney. The 
duo outlasted the other 23 students in the 
school’s annual Geography Bee.
 After seven rounds of general questions 
about the geography of the United States, 
the continents and physical geography, four 
students were left for the final rounds. In the 
finals, students competed for 11 additional 
rounds until only two remain for the 
championships. In the final rounds, questions 
included more detailed questions about the 
U.S. states, a section on map-reading and other 
challenging tests of geographical knowledge.
 The school’s annual bee is sponsored by 
the National Geographic Society and Google.

 Daniel will take a 
written test to qualify 
to participate in the 
state geography bee 
later this school year.
 “This is a very 
challenging contest,” 
said Maria Miller, 
middle school assistant 
principal and bee 
moderator. “It takes a 
lot to make it through 
to the final round – 
confidence, patience, 
concentration, and, 
of course, a whole 
lot of geographical 
knowledge. 
 “We’re very 
proud of all our 
competitors and the 
skill they displayed 
here today.”

Daniel Little claims middle school Geography Bee title

Superintendent Sherri L. Smith, left, 
and middle school Principal Dan 
Berra, right, congratulate Ryan 
Hsing-Smith, Ethan Peterson and 
Matt Little after the school Spelling 
Bee in December.

Superintendent Sherri L. Smith, left, and middle school 
Assistant Principal Maria Miller congratulate school winner 
Dan Little and runner-up Sofia Feeney after the school 
Geography Bee in December.
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 More than 130 Lower Dauphin 
students participated in the annual 
Special Olympics track & field day 
at East Pennsboro High School in 
October.
 It was a cold and blustery day, 
but that did not dampen the spirits of 
the special athletes and their buddies.
 Angela Orwan got off to a slow 
start in her 50-meter dash and paused 
to smile at a spectator who shouted 
her name. But then she put her head 
down and ran and ran and ran. She 
didn’t win, but she gave it her best.
 That’s what the Special 
Olympics motto is all about – “Let 
me win. But if I cannot win, let me be 
brave in the attempt.”
 In all, 21 athletes from the 
high school, five from the middle 
school and 23 from Lower Dauphin’s 
elementary schools participated in events 
ranging from various sprints and racing events 
to long jump, softball throw and the high 
jump.
 As Angela raced toward the finish line in 
her event, two of the 82 buddies from the high 
school were standing there cheering her efforts 
and giving her a high five when she crossed 
the line.
 In addition to offering moral support, the 
buddies are responsible for getting the athletes 
to their events and helping them claim their 
ribbons after the events.

LD athletes, buddies participate in Special Olympics

Above, Special Olympics 
buddy Natalie Holl 
congratulates Allie Little 
after her race. At right, 
Angela Orwan sprints 
toward the finish line in 
her 50-meter dash heat 
at East Pennsboro High 
School in October.

Lower Dauphin 
Superintendent Sherri L. Smith 
assumed the presidency of the 
Pennsylvania Association of 
School Administrators October 1, 
2014.

Dr. Smith has been a member 
of PASA since 2003 and a member 
of the American Association 
of School Administrators since 
2007. She has served on the 
PASA Board of Governors and 
the AASA Governing Board for 
Pennsylvania.

Dr. Smith has a great deal of 
experience with PASA, assisting 
in the development of a course for 
superintendents titled, “Leadership 
for Teaching” in collaboration with 
the association and state Department 
of Education. She has traveled across the state 
since 2010 teaching two components of this 
course – “Global Perspectives” and “The Role 
of the Administrator in Educational Change.” 

Dr. Sherri Smith

She has also 
served as the 
representative 
of the PASA 
Resolution 
Committee for the 
CAIU since 2011.

In addition 
to her position as 
Superintendent in 
Lower Dauphin, 
she serves on the 
following boards: 
Dauphin County 
Mental Health/
Intellectual 
Disabilities 
Advisory 

Committee (Board 
President), Dauphin 

County Children’s MH/ID Committee, 
Penn State Educational Outreach Advisory 
Committee, Mid-Penn Athletic Conference 

Dr. Smith assumes presidency of  state-wide education organization
Board of Governors, Hershey Children’s 
Hospital Executive Advisory Committee, 
Lower Dauphin Communities that Care and 
Lower Dauphin Falcon Foundation. 

She was named Superintendent of Lower 
Dauphin in 2003 after having served as 
Assistant Superintendent since she came to the 
district in 1999. She has also taught several 
administrative graduate courses at Wilkes 
University, Shippensburg University and Penn 
State University.

“As an educational advocacy 
organization, PASA’s leadership in guiding the 
future of education for our state’s children has 
never been more vital,” Dr. Smith said. “PASA 
plays a key role in shaping and advocating for 
strong, sensible educational policy, providing 
cutting-edge professional development and 
networking opportunities for educational 
leaders, and promoting a vision for quality of 
education for all students.

“I am honored to serve as the President of 
this organization for the next year.”  
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 Hundreds of veterans attended 
ceremonies in Lower Dauphin schools during 
the district’s observance of the Veterans Day 
holiday.
 “We talk a lot about purpose as educators 
and the purpose we are here today is to say 
‘Thank you,’” said South Hanover Elementary 
School Principal Justin Hanula. “We want to 
say thank you for being here this morning; 
thank you for sharing your stories; and thank 
you for serving our country.”
 South Hanover Elementary School’s 
program featured 35 veterans who were 
recognized for their service by school 
family members. Each veteran received a 
commemorative booklet with the thanks from 
the entire school.
 Londonderry Elementary School hosted 
veterans in the school family who were 
escorted to seats of honor during a special 
assembly where Robert Adams and school 
physical education teacher Brett McCoy were 
guest speakers. 
 At Nye Elementary School, Army Chief 
Warrant Officer Patrick Donohue spoke about  
service and what it means to be a veteran.
 Lower Dauphin Middle School welcomed 
Scott Stine. A retired Army officer, he now 
teaches in Central Dauphin School District. He 
spoke to students about soldiers’ commitment 
to others above self in the current “selfie 
generation”.
 Lower Dauphin High School’s History 
Honor Society held a special event in the 
school library in which veterans were invited 
to share their stories with students. Some of 
the veterans in attendance served in combat 
during World War II, Korea, Vietnam and 
Afghanistan and Iraq, while others served in 
peace time. All had stories to share of service 
and dedication.
 

Lower Dauphin schools honor veterans with programs

Above, South 
Hanover 
Elementary School 
students read 
a poem about 
Veterans Day 
and students and 
veterans salute the 
colors at the start 
of the program. At 
right, high school 
students chat with 
veterans during 
their program.

Three Mile Island continues support of  LD CTC bookmobile
Officials at Three Mile 

Island continued their long-
standing support of Lower 
Dauphin Communities That 
Care with a $10,000 donation.

The donation will be used 
to support LD CTC’s preschool 
literacy projects – the Books on 
Board bookmobile and mailings 
of books to Lower Dauphin 
preschoolers on their birthdays.

Last year, Lower Dauphin 
Communities That Care mailed 
686 books to preschoolers. Their 
bookmobile traveled 4,000 miles 
and lent 7,560 books to 3,350 
patrons. 

Three Mile Island has 

Three Mile Island officials make a donation to LD 
CTC Program Director Kathy Peffer and Executive 
Director Jim Hazen.

donated $137,500 in the past eight years to 
support LD CTC’s preschool literacy efforts. 

“Three Mile Island’s ongoing support 
has enabled us to make a difference in the 
lives of thousands of young people in our 
area,” said Kathy Peffer, Program Director 
for Lower Dauphin Communities That Care.  
“Our bookmobile provides much needed 
general education and community-based health 
education to children and families.”

“At Exelon and Three Mile Island we 
believe we have a responsibility to make a 
difference in the communities that we serve,” 
said Rick Libra, site vice president and an LD 
Communities That Care board member. “I am 
proud of my affiliation with the Bookmobile 
and have seen the difference it makes in the 
community.”



10

Lower 

Dauphin Know Your Schools

Alumni honor seven for commitment to Lower Dauphin
The Lower Dauphin Alumni Association 

recognized four of its own for outstanding 
achievement, two former staff members for 
their dedication to students and a community 
member for service to the community’s youth.

This is the seventh year for the selection 
of alumni who are honored because of their 
significant contributions to the arts, athletics, 
scholarship, leadership, community service, or 
commitment to Lower Dauphin.

Benjamin Dodson (LD 2001) is 
cited for academic scholarship in the field 
of mathematics, as demonstrated by his 
educational experiences at premier American 
universities and his remarkable ability 
to instruct others in the classroom about 
mathematics. 

Kevin Strawser (LD 1986) is recognized 
for his contributions to the arts. He has 
demonstrated a consistent and unfailing 
commitment to showcasing the talent of Lower 
Dauphin students for the past 19 years in the 
school’s annual musical productions. 

Emily Shertzer (LD 1998) is honored for 
her contributions in athletics. She participates 
at the national level in biathlon and triathlon, 
and international level in marathon and 
pentathlon and is a four-year member of the 
USA Pentathlon World Cup team and a three-
time World Championship participant.  

Linda Rice (LD 1982) is cited for her 
leadership as a professional horse trainer. She 
has been recognized as the most successful 

and decorated female 
horse trainer in history, 
and has been recognized as 
the Trainer of the Year in 
2009, 2010, and 2013 by 
the prestigious New York 
Thoroughbred Breeders 
Association. 

In 2013, the 
Lower Dauphin Alumni 
Association created 
an award to honor a 
distinguished teacher, 
administrator, or staff 
member who in the 
opinion of alumni 
has made ongoing 
contributions to the school 
as an advocate for its students and alumni. This 
year there are two recipients.

Carl Herr was an instructor in 
Agricultural Studies at Lower Dauphin when 
the school opened its doors in 1960. He 
insisted on the highest levels of academic 
scholarship in agricultural studies and 
professionalism by those students enrolled in 
the Lower Dauphin agricultural program. 

Beatrice Hallman is known by her 
students, colleagues, and neighbors as a 
distinguished Lower Dauphin teacher, coach, 
mentor and friend not only on the court, on the 
playing fields, in the gymnasium, but also in 
the classroom. She was Lower Dauphin’s first 

girls’ basketball and field hockey coach. Early 
in Lower Dauphin’s history, she championed 
the importance of athletic competition and 
participation for female students. 

The Lower Dauphin Alumni Association 
also presents a Distinguished Service Award 
to an individual who although not an alumna, 
is recognized for significant contributions and 
commitments to Lower Dauphin students and 
alumni. This year the recipient is Patricia 
Swigart, who champions projects in the 
community and the district which benefit 
young people and their families and which 
improve the quality of life in the area. 

Kevin Strawser, Emily Shertzer, Carl Herr and Patricia 
Swigart accept their awards at Homecoming.

Lower Dauphin elementary schools 
celebrated Fire Prevention Week in October 
with visits from local firefighters.

This year’s theme was “Smoke Alarms 
Save Lives: Test Yours Every Month” and 
firefighters spoke with students about the 
importance of having working smoke detectors 
in their homes.

The area volunteer fire companies which 
participated in this year’s events included 
Company 39 - Grantville Volunteer Fire 
Company; Company 46 - Hummelstown 
Chemical Fire Company; Company 47 - Union 
Deposit Volunteer Fire Company; Company 
48 - Hershey Volunteer Fire Company; and 
Company 54 - Londonderry Volunteer Fire 
Company.

“We are very lucky to have such 
dedicated volunteers in our communities,” said 
Superintendent Sherri Smith. “I have had the 
opportunity to meet several of the firefighters 
who come into our schools at this time of year 
and I have always been impressed with their 
enthusiasm and professionalism.”

LD elementary schools celebrate fire prevention month

Londonderry Elementary students celebrate winning a hose race with firefighters 
from Londonderry Fire Company 54.
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Lower Dauphin High School presented the play “12 Angry Jurors” this fall, receiving four Apollo Award nominations. The show 
was nominated for outstanding play. Frankie Vernouski was nominated for outstanding actor; Katie Rynerson for outstanding 
actress; and Patrick Norris for outstanding feature performer.
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